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"Of all the forms of inequality, 
injustice in health care is the 

most shocking and inhumane. "
                             - Martin Luther King Jr. 
On Monday, January 21, 2019, President of CDU, 
Dr. Carlisle proudly lead his courageous and selfless 
pack of CDU lions through the 34th Annual Kingdom 
Day Parade. With the event being entirely dependant 
on volunteer participation, CDU students, staff and 
faculty did not dissapoint. 
With the call time being 9:00 a.m. and the parade 
route totaling 3 miles, the CDU pack had a long day 
ahead of them. Luckily, every volunteer came with 
a smile, a good attitude, and ready to advocate for 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s dream, which was to 
encourage diverse cultures to live together in a spirit 
of love, understanding and service to one another.  
Onlookers were delighfully greeted by a freindly 
Drew the Lion, who playfully interacted with every 
adoring child. While Drew spread some much needed 
joy, CDU students, staff, and faculty proudly marched 
to advocate CDU's personal mission of putting an 
end to all forms of inequality in healthcare.
The day was filled with joy, laughter, and love, and 
would not have been the success it was without the 
leadership of President Carlisle, and the immense 
commitment our students,staff, and faculty have to 
the betterment of our surrounding community and 
eventually, the world. 



Provost Corner

Greetings CDU Family, 
Once in a while, I feature student's or alumni stories in the Provost 
Corner.  Feel free to send yours. Here are the requirements: Tell 
us how you chose CDU and what CDU has meant to you in your 
studies/career, send your photo, keep it to half a page. Write in 
your own words, it is your story.
In this Newsletter, I am happy to feature Dr. Marlene E. Roberts 
and here is Marlene below in her own words.

Dr. Steve O. Michael, Provost

with Dr. Steve Michael

” Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.”  
         - Charles R. Drew.  
 If I could change the world, I would give everyone the courage to achieve their best 
self. When we feel good about ourselves we listen to others without prejudice or judgment.  My 
parents continually encouraged me to go into the field of nursing.  There was only one problem. 
I fainted at the sight of blood and had no desire to be anywhere near hospitals much less in one.   
That all changed at age 24, when I was catapulted from an amusement park ride resulting in a 
broken neck and back.  I spent weeks in a hospital bed, some of the time unconscious but aware 
of everything that was said by doctors, nurses and visitors.  I felt the compassionate touch a few 
nurses and the disconnected cold touch of others.  The difference in delivery of medications via 
injection was measurable.  At the end of my long hospital stay I had experienced overworked 
residents and angry nurses complaining as they delivered my complex medication regimen. 
Fortunately, also in the mix there was one great, compassionate, comforting and skilled nurse.  
This one nurse amid several who cared for me stood out in my limited world at the time.  She was 
the reason I chose a career in nursing when I found myself divorced with four children to raise on 
my own and no college education.  
 I registered for the placement tests in English and Math at Santa Barbara City College 
(SBCC).  I was so nervous, I changed my seat three times before the exam began.  I talked myself 
into relaxing. After all, what’s the worst that can happen?  No shame in coming up from the lowest 
place, I thought.  And with that, I began my journey.  
 My first nursing job was on the pediatric oncology floor at Cottage Hospital in Santa 
Barbara where I bore witness to many teenagers hospitalized with leukemia.  It didn’t take long for 
me to realize I needed more education to deal with the needs of these young patients and their 
families.  This was the driving force for the completion of a degree in clinical psychology.  
 I chose Charles R Drew University of Medicine and Science for many reasons.  When I 
researched how the university began, I felt proud of what the school represented.  The weekend 
college was suitable to my work schedule.  I matriculated in 2013.  After completing two 
semesters, I was assaulted by a psychotic patient at work.  I went on medical leave, had spine 
surgery. By the time I was physically ready to return, nearly 3.5 years had passed.  My friends 
had all graduated and were now working in their new profession. I felt defeated, ambivalent and 
lost.  Then one day, Ebere Ume wrote on my Facebook page asking when I was coming back to 
complete my degree. Oh no, she actually remembered me! I had to think about my answer and of 
course be prepared to hear her jolly but significant lecture should I say “don’t think I’m going to do 
that anymore”.  Not wanting to disappoint the ever-effervescent Ebere Ume, I planned to return 
to the FNP program.   I graduated June, 2018.  Last week I passed boards!  I am grateful to CDU 
for being the backdrop during this journey. If I could suggest anything in the arena of academic 
delivery at CDU it would be to expect students to be prepared for each lecture allowing a more 
engaging exchange of subject matter.  Many professors at CDU do not insist on behavior expected 
elsewhere of a graduate course. Be prepared prior to lecture and so much more learning takes 
place within the group.
 Since writing this, I’ve landed my dream job working in functional medicine, a modern 
form of endocrinology.  Being born in 1948 doesn’t exactly make me a spring chicken but keeping 
active, healthy and always remembering my faith and its power have given me courage to never 
stop learning or making goals.

Marlene E Roberts
PhD, FNP-C, MSN, PHN, TCIII

Program: 
CDU Family Nurse 

Practitioner’s Program

Previous Schools: 
Santa Barbara City College, 

Antioch University of Santa Barbara, 
Pepperdine University, 

University of California at Los 
Angeles, 

Ryokan College
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Top Row (L-R): Nikesha Williams, Malik Jackson, Tiffany Ellis, Cielo Sanchez, Eyobel Asfaw, 
Moses Hinton, Jessica Davis
Bottom Row (L-R): Kaitlyn Forde, Wigdan Ahmed, Jenisa Chuayjarernsoon, Gabriela 
Gomez
Not Pictured: Alexi Gray

HCOP, Pre-Embassador Scholarship Program
Congratulations to the first group of students to be accepted into 

the HCOP Pre-Embassador program. This program provides students 
with success workshops, mentoring opportunites, community service 
opportunites, and partners with AltaMed. We look forward to seeing 

your growth throughout the program.
If you are looking for more inofrmation, please contact Khadijah Ojo at 

khadijahojo1@cdrewu.edu. 

Who doesn't stress? Learning 
Specialist, Rhonda Jones, knows 
being a student comes with 
some pretty serious side affects, 
such as stress, depression, and 
anxiety. This is why she hosts 
several mental health awareness 
workshops throughout the 
academic semester, such as 
her most recent, Well Track 
Demo. WellTrack allows you to 
track your state of mind to help 
you better your mental health 
through assessments, tools, 
progress tracking and self-help 
therapy. Balancing school, work, 
and personal life is a battle in 
its own. Let WellTrack provide a 
dependable resource to help guide 
you through hard and good days! 

DOWNLOAD THE FREE APP 
TODAY! 

There is an old saying, “why put off until tomorrow, what you can do 
today”. It is the natural tendency of people to procrastinate, even if we 
have the time in that moment to complete the task. Procrastination, the 
act of delaying or postponing an action or activity is a common problem 

for many people. However, with some effort and determination, one 
can overcome the need to procrastinate. Learning Specialist, Rhonda 

Jones, hosts several workshops throughout the semester that focus on 
overcoming procrastination. These workshops provide valuable insight 

into why some people procrastinate and tricks to help them stop!

Career Advisor, Kaitlin Jackson-
Ferriot is truly flexing her career 
advising muscles this semester! 
With two back-to-back workshops 
focusing on Resume building 
and Interview Skills, she has 
successfully initiated her goal 
of preparing students like 
YOURSELF with the skills and 
confidence needed to land that 
dream job. The resume workshop 
focused on what a resume is and 
how to make sure you stand out. 
The interview workshop discussed 
professionalism and the ins and 
outs of how to answer questions
asked by employers. Keep an eye 
out for her next big move!!!! 

Learning Specialist, Rhonda Jones Presents
OVERCOMING PROCRASTINATION

Career Specialist, Kaitlin Jackson-Ferriot Presents
Resume 101 & Interview WorkshopLearning Specialist, Rhonda Jones Presents

Well Track Demo
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CATCH UP WITH THE 
DIVISION OF STUDENT 

AFFAIRS

Featuring Dr. Jinny Oh

In January we welcomed the Freshman back 
from break with a mixer! We had a great turn 
out of participants for the event, including Dr. 

Carlisle who accompanied the group. 

The mixer started with self-reflection with a 
personality test and conversation about the 
best ways to communicate. From there, we 
transitioned into hat the Freshman loved about 
CDU during the first semester. The winner 
is Instructors! Shout out to all the wonderful 
instructors we have here at CDU, the students 
appreciate and respect you. The students 
discussed how they could tell the instructors 
genuinely care about them, help them when they 
struggle, and offer extra credit opportunities of 

course. 

The conversation continued with Dr. Carlisle 
providing with students information on what 
is coming up this semester on behalf of 
the President’s office and how he can help 
them succeed moving forward through their 

educational journey. 

Moving forward, Student Affairs is working on the 
suggestions of enhancing clubs and organization 

so stay tuned!

SPRING 2019 
FRESHMEN MIXER

Mighty Lions,

The Student Affairs team has had 
an eventful January this year! With 
the new semester starting and 
students slowly transitioing from 
"break" mode to "work" mode, our 
only hope is that the plethora of 
events that have taken place within 
the last few weeks have helped 
make your transition a little easier. 

In this issue, we highlight CDU's 
presence in this years Kingdom Day 
Parade, the Spring 2019 Freshmen 
Mixer and a ton of other equally 
as exciting events that took place 
throughout the month of January!

Through our continued passion for
student success, we also highlighted 
a few snapshots of what our 
incredible students are currently 
accomplishing during their time 
here at CDU. No accomplishment is 
too small or big, and I encourage 
each and every student to submit 
their accomplishment to be included 
in our upcoming Newsletter. 

Let's Stay In Touch, 

-Dr. Jinny Oh
Dean of Student Affairs
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Interested in 
starting a club? 

 
Contact

Retention and Student Success 
Coordinator, Jessica Sandoval 

jessicasandoval@cdrewu.edu



The First Lady of Zambia, Mrs. Esther Lungu, and her delegation of 15 Zambian government officials and staff visited the CDU campus 
on January 28th while in Los Angeles to receive an equipment donation on behalf of her foundation, the Esther Lungu Foundation Trust. 
She shared with CDU leadership, faculty and students about her foundation which focuses on the following: 1) Empowering women 
and first with focus on education and entrepreneurship, (2) maternal, child and neonatal care, (3) water and sanitation, and (4) Aid 
for the disabled. Madame Lungu’s visit served to strengthen the relationship with CDU and explore opportunities to collaborate with her 
foundation and other entities in Zambia to facilitate study abroad, technical support, research and community service opportunities in 
the country. This visit was organized by the Office of International Affairs in collaboration with the Honorary Consul for Zambia, Robert 

Sichinga, who spoke on our campus in the Diplomats on Global Health Disparities Series.

CDU WELCOMES
THE FIRST LADY OF ZAMBIA, ESTHER LUNGU

TUTOR SPOTLIGHT

WHY DO YOU LIKE TUTORING? 
Self-satisfaction. I like to help students.  

ANY ADVICE FOR FRESHMEN?
Handle school like a 9-5 job. 

COURSE LIST
General Education Courses
English, Biology, Chemistry

JAVIER CLAVIJO
WHY DO YOU LIKE TUTORING? 

Guiding students to do well on exams. 

ANY ADVICE FOR FRESHMEN?
Go to class!

COURSE LIST
General Education Courses
English, Biology, Chemistry

CALVIN YAONEER KHONA 
WHY DO YOU LIKE TUTORING? 

Helping Students succeed. 

ANY ADVICE FOR FRESHMEN?
Don't be afraid to ask questions!

COURSE LIST
General Education Courses
English, Biology, Chemistry
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CDUSG Represents at 

2019 Carnival of Love

CONGRATULATIONS 
To MPH student, Josephine 

Akingbulu on being declared as this 
years 2019 Kingdom Day Parade 
Pageant and Scholarship Queen!

Drew Students, Break the Chains members joined a  celebra-

tion in SkidRow Dedicated to the underserved community. All of 

Skidrow was shutdown in order to have multiple booths filled, 

with food, clothes, hygiene equipment and other resources. It 

was an amazing day where love surpassed boundaries of ethnic-

ity, and economic status. There was great food, music and lots 

of moments that will not be forgotten. Our students continue to 

impliment the mission of Drew and embody the essence in their 

lives beyond academia. 
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 Telephone 323.568.3343 
 E-mail  Studentaffairs@cdrewu.edu
 Editors: Jinny Oh, Rhonda Jones, 
                                              Jessica Sandoval, Kaitlin Jackson-Ferriot,
                                              Nadia Nasr   

Let’s keep in touch!
 www.cdrewu.edu/students

Division of Student Affairs
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science
1731 118th St, Los Angeles, CA 90059

Student Affairs Bulletin
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